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At a meeting of the Cambridge University branch of the Demo-
cratic Front Rutherford, who was in the chair, referred to the destruction
of democratic forms of government in a disordered world.
It is a matter of great importance that those who believe in the present
type of government should not stand idly by, but see if they can con-
vince the waverers, or those who require convincing, of the great
advantage of democratic government, at any rate in this country where
we have experienced it so long.
At present there is a great feeling of tension, not only throughout
Europe, but in a sense throughout the world. That feeling of tension
and fear of wax has been a striking mark of the last few years. This
arises largely from the fear of the growing power of military aeroplanes
with sudden and devastating attacks on defenceless cities, involving
the destruction of combatants and non-combatants alike.
I am sure that the greatest possible relief from this fear of war
would arise, if say, to-morrow we could ensure that aeroplane warfare
could be abolished by consent of all the nations of the world. That
would be a great epoch in history, but it may not be possible for a long
period-----There is no question more important for the future than to
see whether we can get some form of international agreement on the
limitation of this air weapon which will undoubtedly grow in strength
from year to year.
In Oct. 1934, a great scientific conference was held at London and
Cambridge by invitation of the Royal Society. Members of the Inter-
national Union of Pure and Applied Physics and of the Physical Society
were invited, and many representatives came from Europe and America.
There was much to discuss; indeed, so rapidly had the recent discoveries
been made, that there was some indication of lack of theoretical
assimilation. One notable change had gradually taken place. It used
to be stated that the nuclei of atoms were composed solely of protons
and electrons. There had been an alteration to the view that protons
and neutrons were the main, or only, constituents of any nucleus. There
was also some talk of the negative proton which either does not exist
or else skilfully evades detection.